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Promoting School Connectedness

Schools have always been an important place for intervention to improve student health. This analysis explored the association between attributes of schools and school connectedness to identify potential ways schools can improve student well being. 


• The analysis revealed that school connectedness is lower in schools with difficult classroom management climates.


• The overall level of school connectedness is lower in schools that temporarily expel students for relatively minor infractions such as possessing alcohol, compared to schools with more lenient discipline policies.


• When students are permanently expelled for the first occurrence of an infraction, connectedness is lower still.


• Zero-tolerance policies, which mandate harsh punishment (usually expulsion) for the first occurrence of an infraction, seek to make schools safer. Yet, students in schools with harsh discipline policies report feeling less safe at school than do students in schools with more moderate policies. 


• On average, students in smaller schools feel more attached to school than students in larger schools. 


• Several researchers suggest that large school size negatively affects school connectedness because, in such settings, teachers cannot maintain warm, positive relations with all students.  Class size was not associated with school connectedness.


• Students who participate in extracurricular activities, receive higher grades, skip school less & feel more attached.
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