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Welcome! 
Unlock the Alphabetic Code: An Approach to 

Early Reading Instruction K-2 

Presented%by:%Jane%Vallin%

Dale in Grade 3 

What happened to Dale?  

35% reading proficiently at 4th grade (2013 NAEP) 

70-80% at-risk children reading “below basic” (NAEP, 
2013) 

44% meet ACT benchmark level in Reading (ACT, 
Profile Report, 2014)  

$536 billion annually on illiteracy and remedial (Literacy 
Facts, www.literacytexas.org)  

We cannot ignore the facts! 
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! Alphabet 
recognition 

! Sound symbol 
relationship 

! Sight words 

!
%

%

%

Automatic processing 
and blending of 

letters and sounds to 
form words 
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#1 Provide a safe and encouraging 
language environment 

High socioeconomic = 6 to 1 
Middle class = 2 to 1 
Low socioeconomic = 1 to 2 
%

#2 Model rich language 

•  Model rich language 

•  Connect new words to past 
experiences 
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#3 Extend children’s thinking and vocabulary 
through questioning and discussion.%

%

achievethecore.org/file/530 

How is Rooster like Great 
Granny? How is he different? 

With a partner, decide which animal was 
most helpful to Rooster and what parts of 
the book made you think that.   
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Phonological Awareness 

Rhyming 

Sentence  
Segmentation 

Alliteration 

Syllable  
Segmentation 

Onset & 
Rhyme 

Phoneme 
Blending 

Phoneme 
Segmentation 

Phoneme 
Manipulation 

Phonemic Awareness 
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Let’s Practice Segmenting Phonemes!
!
How many sounds do you hear in the word___? 
!

! ! !!
!
! ! !!
! ! !!

!
! ! !!

!
! ! !!
! ! !!

!
! ! !!
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Effective Phonics Instruction is 
Systematic and Explicit 

"  3 decades of research funded by National 
Institutes of Health 

 
"  10 large scale longitudinal studies & 1,500+ 

smaller-scale studies 
 
"  10,000,000+ children studied 
 
"  2,500+ articles & 50+ books 
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u g h u g t 

b uz z f uz z 

f ul l f el l 
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Why Integrated Literacy?  

“… a deficiency in any of the 
component skills has the potential 
to affect the development of other 
skills and, ultimately, the 
development of the child as a 
proficient reader.”                   

 Hudson, Torgesen, Lane, Turner, 
2012 
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Grade Accessible Complex Text 

Kuhn,%et%al.,%(2006)%

When students were placed in more 
challenging texts surrounded by scaffolded 
instruction by the teacher their progress 
was actually accelerated. 
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Motivation 

Interest, relevance 

Appropriate Instruction 
Accessible Text 

Ac
cu

ra
te,

 fl
ue

nt
 

rea
di

ng
 

Interest + Relevance + Success = Motivation   
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Thank you for coming! 
Keys to Unlocking the Alphabetic Code: A Multimodal, 

Integrated Approach to Early Reading Instruction 

For more information, please contact: 

Kathy.Barclay@zaner-bloser.com 
 


