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Indian Education in Minnesota:  

 

A brief background and history 



• Ojibwe Reservations 

– Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 

– Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 

– White Earth Nation 

– Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 

– Red Lake Nation 

– Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 

– Grand Portage Band of Ojibwe 

• Dakota Communities 

– Prairie Island Indian Community 

– Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 

– Upper Sioux Community 

– Lower Sioux Indian Community 

 

 

11 Reservations and Communities in 

Minnesota 
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Where are Minnesota’s Tribal Communities 

Located?  
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www.mnhum.org 

www.treatiesmatter.org 
 

http://www.mnhum.org/
http://www.treatiesmatter.org/


Where are American Indian Students 

Concentrated? 
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www.mnrea.org 

 

http://www.mnrea.org/


• Large majority of students attend public schools 
– 19,768  K-12 in 2014-2015 

– 2.3% of Total Student Population 

– 1/3 in 7-county metro 

– 2/3 in Greater MN  

 

• 4 Tribal Schools (BIE Grant Funded) 
– 837 students statewide (4.2% of all Indian Students) 

 Fond du Lac Ojibwe School (Fond du Lac) 

 Nay Ah Shing Schools (Mille Lacs) 

 Circle of Life Academy (White Earth) 

 Bug O Nay Ge Shig School (Leech Lake) 

 

Where do American Indian Students Attend 

School? 
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• 1936 – MN State Board of Education entered into a contract for $80,000 

with the BIA to educate American Indian students in public schools in 

northern Minnesota. 

 

• 1954 – MN State Legislature appropriated $5,000 for scholarships for 

American Indian students. 

 

• 1970’s – MN Legislature appropriation for grants to school districts for 

specialized Indian Education programs.  

 

• Late 1970’s - began special education home/school liaison program 

(IHSL) 

 

• 1982 – MN State Board of Education adopted a policy statement on 

Indian Education 

 

 

History of Indian Education in Minnesota 
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• 1986 – A statewide needs assessment on Indian Education was 

conducted and a comprehensive plan was developed. 

 

• 1988 – MN Legislature adopted the Indian Education Act 

 

• 1996 – Conducted statewide Indian Education needs assessment 

 

• 2000 – Indian Education, Post Secondary Preparation (PSPP), and 

American Indian Language & Culture Education (AILCE) grants were 

combined to form the “Success for the Future” program. 

 

• 2001 – MN Legis. amended the Indian Education Act of 1988 

 

• 2002 – Due to a large State budget deficit, the three Indian Education 

offices were combined and located in Roseville, MN 

History of Indian Education in Minnesota 
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• Success for the Future Grant (2000-2015) 

– Awarded to a maximum of 32 districts, schools, 

charters, & BIE schools 

– Competitive grant with lengthy RFP process 

– Maximum of $69,500 annually 

– Previous 6-year grant cycles 

– Program sustainability was difficult 

 

 

Former State Indian Education Funding 
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• Indian Education Working Group (January) 

 

• Legislative Hearings (February) 

– Senate E-12 Committee  

– House Education Finance Committee 

– TNEC/working group testimony 

– Shared “Indian Education: A Story of Hope” 

– Shared recommendations of working group 

 

• Key recommendation was to eliminate the 

competitive grant and create an aid program 

 

 

 

2015 Legislative Session 
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• Any district, charter, or BIE that enrolls at least 

20 American Indian students will receive a 

funding floor of $20,000 

• $358 for every American Indian student enrolled 

over initial count of 20 students 

• Calculation based on previous year October 1 

enrollment 

• Previous SFTF grantees are held harmless, no 

less than previous grant award 

• 135 districts, charters, and BIEs now eligible 

 

 

 

New Indian Education Revenue  

(effective FY 16) 
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• To qualify for aid, an eligible district, charter 

school, or tribal contract school must develop 

and submit a plan for approval by the Indian 

education director that shall: 
– Identify measures used to meet requirements of 124D.71 to 

124D.82 (Indian Education Act) 

– Identify the activities, methods and programs to meet the 

educational needs of children in the program 

– Describe how district goals and objectives as well as the 

objectives of sections 124D.71 - 124D.82 are to be achieved. 

– Describe how each school program will be organized, 

staffed, coordinated, and monitored. 

– Project expenditures under sections 124D.71-124D.84 

How to Access the Funding 
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• WBWF Indian Education Plan form, sample plan, 

and guidance document are available at: 

– http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/IndianEd/ind

ex.html  

 

How to Submit a Plan 
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http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/IndianEd/index.html
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/IndianEd/index.html
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/IndianEd/index.html
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/IndianEd/index.html


Plan Template 
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Plan Template Cont. 
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Plan Template SAMPLE 
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Plan Template SAMPLE Cont. 
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• The annual aid is based on the lesser of the 

maximum calculated formula rate based on 

October 1 enrollment of previous year, or the 

actual expenditures that year.  

• Currently no carry-over option 

• Expenditures reported through UFARS 

• Entitlements now loaded into IDEAS, payments 

on 15th and 30th of every month 

• This is ongoing funding 

• Indian Education Parent Committee Required 

 

 

Important Notes 
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• Federal Formula Grant administered by U.S. 

DOE – Office of Indian Education 

• Eligibility 

– Enrolled member of a federally recognized tribe 

– 1st or 2nd generation descendant (parent or 

grandparent) 

• ED 506 Form 

– Collected by the district 

• Only students who qualify can participate 

• Application developed with parents, teachers, 

and student input 

Federal Title VII Indian Education Grant 
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• Parent Committee Roles & Responsibilities 

– Public Hearing prior to submitting application 

– Written approval by the parent committee is 

required 

– Committee can advise the school district 

– Approve Title VII funds in school wide programs 

– Advisory to the LEA – Examples: 

 Project staff employment (recommendations); 

 Project Evaluation (understanding assessment data) 

 Project services and/or activities based on student 

assessments 

 

 

Title VII Parent Committee 
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Minnesota American Indian 

Education Parent Advisory 

Committee 



• MN Statute 124D.78 – School boards and 

schools must provide for the maximum 

involvement of parents of children enrolled in 

education programs. 

• Per statute, must form a parent committee if 10 

or more American Indian students are enrolled 

in a district. 

• Programs must be planned, operated, and 

evaluated with the involvement of and in 

consultation with parents of children served. 

 

Parent & Community Participation in 

Indian Education Programs 
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Parent & Community Participation in 

Indian Education Programs 
 

• Transmittal of 

Resolution 

– Due to MDE Indian 

Education by March 1 

 

– Give dates of approval by 

parent committee and 

school board 

 

– Needs Superintendent or 

representative signature 
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Parent & Community Participation in 

Indian Education Programs 

• Non-concurrence process 

– List the reasons for non-concurrence 

– Include specific recommendations 

– School Board must respond to each 

recommendation made by the committee 

– School Board needs to state reasons for not 

implementing recommendations 

– Opportunity for open dialogue and to address 

concerns 
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• UFARS Finance Code: 320 

• Former “Success for the Future”, now 

“American Indian Education Aid (Fund 01)” 

• Restricted grid published in 2015 UFARS manual 

• Allowable Expenditures: 

– 105 (General Administration) 

– 201-270 (Elementary/Secondary) 

– 401-420 (Special Education)  

– 605-640 (Instructional Support) 

– 710-760, 790 (Pupil Support) 

Reporting Expenditures 
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• Over 120 districts have already submitted plans 

• Most are hiring staff from their communities 

• Most are using funds to scale up initiatives that 

have been successful in their districts/schools 

– Native language opportunities 

– Direct student support (tutoring, student engagement) 

– Culturally-responsive curriculum development and 

inclusion 

– Professional development for teachers and staff 

– Community/parent engagement 

 

 

 

Current Status of Program Implementation 
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Miigwech 
(Thank You - Ojibwe) 

 

Pidamaya  
(Thank You - Dakota) 

 

 Dennis W. Olson 

Director, Office of Indian Education 

Minnesota Department of Education 

dennis.w.olson@state.mn.us 

651-582-8300 

mailto:dennis.w.olson@state.mn.us

